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BEPTON  PARISH  COUNCIL
--------------------------------------

Chairman:	Mrs Rosalind Hart
Clerk:		Mrs. Lorraine Grocott, BEM, BA Hons (Local Policy)
		Tel. H:01428 741393 – M:07811 885572
 Email: clerk.beptonparishcouncil@gmail.com 	Website – www.bepton.org

MINUTES of BEPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Thursday 16th July 2026 in The Park House Hotel, Bepton


Present:   Mrs R Hart, (in the Chair), Mr J Beckett, Mr M Salmon, Mr P McCulloch,  
Mr B Tyrrell-Evans (late) 			
	Cllr Y Gravely, County Councillor (part)
413.  	Apologies/Absent – Cllr D Merritt, District Councillor, Ms S Port 

414.	Casual Vacancy – CDC have advised that the Council can co-opt another person. 
415. 	Declaration of Interests of Members – There were none.
416.  	Public Participation – There was no public present.

417.	Minutes of the Annual Statutory Meeting 7th May 2026 – Approved and signed.

418	Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly 7th May 2026    - Approved and signed.
There was brief discussion on the changes of refreshments for the APA to include wine.  It was agreed that although it was more expensive the result was positive and worth the effort.  
 
419.  	Report from the District Councillor – Cllr D Merritt – In absence -points from his report.
· Fire Damaged Buildings – While progress may seem slow there are encouraging signs that significant developments are being made.
· Full Fibre Broadband in Bepton Parish – Cllr Merritt is liaising with a colleague at WSCC, and he has recommended following the Openreach formal complaints process.
· Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) – 
· Damaged Wall (Chichester Road)- Discussion between WSCC and Hyde remain ongoing.
· CDC Midhurst Laser Show (Meeting) – Meetings are taking place with a view to staging a show at the Cowdray Ruins.
· CDC has launched a new £105,000 Sustainability Grant Programme to support local business.
· Land at The Grange – There remains strong support, both from Cllr Merritt and residents, for a scheme that delivers 100% affordable housing alongside suitable commercial facilities, such as an affordable supermarket that meets the needs of the local community.
· Midhurst Speed Watch Group (MSWG) – A new group has been established to try and stem the speed of drivers on the section of the road between Cocking and Midhurst. 
· Midhurst Police Station – Cllr Merritt has received a response to his letter dated 24th March which he is studying and will prepare a reply in due course.
· Visit Midhurst – Website and App – A local resident has created a small ‘app’’ which is installable on both Android and iPhone.  It feeds off the website and provides a filterable list of forthcoming events.
· Coach Bays – Midhurst Carparks – ongoing discussion.
· Community Surgeries and Events Attended – Saturday 27th June he held a monthly District Councillor Surgery at The Grange.
· Checking-in with Midhurst Businesses – He is continuing to visit local businesses to check how things are progressing and to discuss any issues or concerns.
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420.	Report from County Councillor – Cllr Y Gravely
· Cllr Gravely has been elected Chair of HASC (Health and Adult Social Care Scrutiny Committee).  She has been appointed to the Police and Crime Panel, scrutinising the work of the Police and Crime Commissioner.
· She will continue to help with the rolling out of Full Fibre Broadband.
· Angel Hotel - SDNPA have now given permission for the owner to apply for building consent to demolish the wall, scaffolding and clear the back area.
· Traffic Regulation Orders for Bepton have been approved.  The speed limit along the derestricted part of Bepton Road will be reduced from 60mph to 40mph. 
· Local Government Review (LGA) – A decision is expected in October.

421.	Matters arising from the Minutes – Most matters were covered in the Chairman’s items.

422.	Chairman’s Items – Mrs R Hart

a)	Mrs Rosalind Hart – Tender of resignation as chairman and councillor to be effective from 24th September.	 Due to a change in family circumstances Mrs Hart will be leaving the village.
	Mrs Hart was thanked by the councillors for her major contribution to the Parish, firstly as a councillor for Planning and secondly for her eight years as chairman.  
b)	Bepton Road Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) – Further to Item 420 Highways, the speed limit will be reduced from 60mph to 40mph.  The details are yet to be confirmed by Highways.
c)	County Council elections – A Lib Dem-led administration being referred to as an ‘alliance’ has been formed with Green and Labour political parties.
d)	The Country Inn – The lease holder left the premises in January 2026.  Mrs Hart and Mr Beckett met with Jonathan Russell, the CEO of the Cowdray Estate.  There has been a delay in marketing the pub as the Estate have been advised to complete a full survey as part of the marketing strategy.  In the meantime, the Council have been advised by the Estate and Ben Bilsland that the coffee shop would open once the electricity was re-instated.  They are still waiting for a connection date. 
e)	CDALC meeting 19th May – Main topics included the LGA and the increasing administrative burden placed on clerks given small parish councils limited influence within strategic structures.
f)	Midhurst Area Women’s History group – A small local group is gathering information on 30 local people who excelled in their fields but have largely been forgotten over time.  There are two people from Bepton who will be included - Sheila Ryan CBE, eminent barrister and Phoebe Keef., an archaeologist.  The book will span 700 years.  They are offering a talk for the village after publication.  The Council agreed to giving a donation of £100 to the project.
h)    Pitsham Lane – ongoing leak – Cllr Yvonne Gravely is organising a Teams meeting between 
       Southern Water, the Cowdray Estate, the residents and herself.	
i)    Midhurst Community Hub Forum, 20th May – It was a highly participative session continuing to  
      address the two topics of issues affecting older people, and issues affecting children and families in   
      the Midhurst area

			
423. 	Finance Report – Mrs L Grocott

a) Zurich Municipal Insurance renewal due on 1st August £241 has been agreed and paid.
b) HMRC – mileage rates increase from 45ppm to 55ppm.
c) Notice of conclusion of annual audit.  The audit of accounts has been published on the Council’s website www.bepton-pc.gov.uk and on the local notice board.  Moore, the external auditors, have acknowledged receipt of our AGAR 2025/26 Form 2 Exemption Certificate.
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d)	Payments for approval.
[image: ]

These payments were approved.	

424.	Planning Report – Mr J Beckett

SDNP PLANNING RESPONSE TO APPLICATIONS: -

SDNP/26/02129/FUL 
Change of use of Garden Cottage (Annex at Pitsham Gate) to independent dwellinghouse together with associated means of enclosure.
Garden Cottage (Annex) Pitsham Lane Cocking West Sussex GU29 9RD
Application in progress
SDNP/26/02385/HOUS 
Erection of a freestanding greenhouse.
Old Rectory Bell Lane Bepton West Sussex GU29 0HX
Application in progress
SDNP/26/02103/FUL 
Installation of 45 no. PV panels on framing.
Padwicks Farm Whites Lane Bepton West Sussex GU29 0LY
Application in progress
SDNP/26/01862/HOUS  
Single storey rear extension.
Owls End Pitsham Lane Bepton West Sussex GU29 9RD
Application in progress

OTHER PLANNING MATTERS
SDNP Local Plan Review Progress: The Proposed Submission South Downs Local Plan was considered by Planning Committee on 12 February 2026 and by the Full National Park Authority Meeting on 20 March 2026.  It was approved for publication for public comment for a six‑week period starting in May 2026. The Authority expect to submit the Plan to the Planning Inspectorate for independent examination by the end of 2026.

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Review Progress: The Government consultation on the revised NPPF closed in March 2026 and the new NPPF is expected to be published in Summer 2026. 
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425.	CDC Discretionary Grant update – notice board – Mr M Salmon advised that the new notice board had been erected at the southern end of the parish.  The council was pleased with the finish of the notice board and there was general agreement about the positioning by the road.  Thanks were expressed to Mr Salmon for the project and to Mr Hanrahan for his workmanship.  The clerk will now apply to CDC for the grant.

426.	Website – Parish ONLINE – address Bepton-pc.gov.uk – The new website and email addresses have now ‘bedded in’.  The website is gradually being developed.  Mr Salmon is seeking photos for the website.  He may make a collage using a range of local features.

427.	Winter Resilience – Annual Grit Audit 2026/27 - There is no change for the grit requirement for Bepton.  ACS/Tristan Parks manage Bepton and the surrounding area.

428.	Environment/Highways/Rights of Way 
a)	WSCC Highway matters along Bepton Road update – Mr Beckett has been in touch with Highways about the work done on the verge.  There will be no further changes.
b)	Bell Lane - continuous closures between September 2026 to March 2027 for work by Southern Water. See website for details.
c)	Minching Lane – overgrowth.  A report has been sent to Rights of Way – West Sussex County Council.

429.	Other meetings
a)	Friends of Midhurst Common Open Day 27th July 2026

430.	Dates of the next meeting 24th September 2026

CONCLUSION 8.30PM


Chairman: _______________________                                                                                       



These Minutes are unconfirmed until signed by the Chairman.
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Bepton Parish Council Statement of Accounts June-July 26Nat West Sort CodeA/c No60-14-22 40286099

Balance brought forward 05-Jun-26 11581.38

Receipts Nil Nil

11581.38

Payments Vou No VAT Net Power

L Grocott Sal£174.93 Exp£20.83         P.2 160.76 OL557 P 160.76LGA72

HMRC  June PAYE  19.6                               P.2 35.00 OL558 P 35.00LGA72

KerryType Ltd Newsletter No.1 84.00 OL559 P 84.00LGA72

Azets Quarter 1 2026/27 payroll 102.00 OL560 P 17.00 85.00LGA72

Park House Hotel Room hire July 35.00 OL561 P 5.83 29.17LGA72

Zurich Municipal Insurance 2026/27 241.00 OL562 P 241.00LGA72

L Grocott Sal£174.93 Exp£20.83         P.3 160.76 OL553 P 160.76LGA72

HMRC  July PAYE 19.7                                P.3 35.00 OL564 P 35.00LGA72

L Grocott Sal£174.93 Exp£20.83         P.4 160.76 OL565 P 160.76LGA72

HMRC  July PAYE 19.8                                P.4 35.00 OL566 P 35.00LGA72

Midhurst Society Womens History Dntn 100.00 -1149.28OL567 O 100.00Sec137

Est Balance at bank 10432.10 22.83 1126.45

Less Ringfenced funds -2174.56

Available funds 8257.54

Ringfences funds

Clerks Gratuity Fund £2174.56         (£2099x0.037%x28years)


