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BEPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman:	Mrs Rosalind Hart
Clerk:		Mrs Lorraine Grocott, BEM, BA(Hons) Local Policy
		Email: clerk@bepton-pc.gov.uk  Website: www.bepton-pc.gov.uk

MINUTES of the ANNUAL STATUTORY MEETING of Bepton Parish Council held on
 7th May 2026 held in at The Park House Hotel, Bepton

Present: Mrs R Hart (Chairman), Mr J Beckett, Mr P McCulloch, Ms Sarah Port, Mr M Salmon
	Cllr Dominic Merritt (District Councillor) 

395.	a) Election of Chairman for 2026-27
	Mrs Rosalind Hart was elected Chairman for 2026-27
	Proposed by Mr Beckett and seconded by Ms Sarah Port.
396.	Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office: Signed by Mrs Hart.
397.	b) Election of Vice-Chairman: Mr John Beckett was elected Vice Chairman.
	Proposed by Mrs Hart and seconded by Mr McCulloch

398.	Apologies: Mr B Tyrrell-Evans, Cllr Y Gravely, County Councillor   
399.	Declaration of Interests on Agenda items – There was none.
400.	Public Participation – There were no public present.
401.	Confirmation of dates and times of meetings of the Council for ensuing year: -
	2026 – 16 July, 24 September, 26 November
	2027 – 22 January, 12 March, 8 May (ASM/APA 2027)

402.	Minutes of the Meeting - 12th March 2026 were agreed and signed.
403.	Matters arising – Matters were covered through the meeting.

404.	District Councillor’s report (in brief)
·  The Angel Hotel - The latest meeting of the owners, their advisors, Cllr Yvonne Gravely (County Councillor – Midhurst) and the SDNPA, took place on 19th March.  It ended with everyone agreeing what further information was required by SDNPA and Historic England, to enable a decision to be made about whether the Angel façade should/could reasonably be saved.   
If the outcome of this decision is that the cost of saving the façade is not reasonable or viable, then an application for Listed Building Consent to dismantle the wall will be applied for.  
· Town of Culture application – An application has been submitted, “Moving through the Ages”.  If this is successful it may attract some funding which will enable another application to be prepared to go for another larger bid.  Cllr Gravely has been very active in driving this Vision forward.    
· Lychgate – Chichester District Council have now appointed a contractor to carry out the repair works to the Lychgate.
· Land at The Grange – There is a strong preference, shared by both himself, and many residents, for the site to be allocated for 100% affordable housing alongside appropriate commercial provision.      

Minutes of Bepton Parish Council Annual Statutory Meeting 7th May 2026
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· A   Speed Watch Group has been set up by a resident of Midhurst to operate across various locations within the town.  He has been liaising directly with Sussex Police.
· Midhurst Police Station – Progress is being made. Following a letter to Katy Bourne, the Policy and Crime Commissioner, to reiterate the need for the police station to remain open with a staffed front desk; she has agreed to a thorough review on the last decision that it would never be reopened.

405.	Chairman’s Items   - Mrs R Hart   
a)	Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) – has gone forward and as part of the legal process WSCC is required under the Road Traffic Regulation Act to undertake a formal public consultation.    We hope to be informed soon.
b)	The Cowdray Estate – Mr Beckett and Mrs Hart had met with the Cowdray Estate regarding the future of The Country Inn.  It will reopen shortly as a coffee shop.  There may be a planning application for a small dwelling in the future.  In addition, The Cowdray Estate has plans to upgrade the buildings and the Grade 2 listed barn at Heathlands Farm.
c)	Church Farm – Mr Percival Pearson has moved.
d)	Police bi-monthly meeting – Apologies from Mrs Hart. She had spoken to our local PCSO who advised that Bepton was a very safe place to live.

406.	Finance – Mrs L Grocott RFO
a) [image: ]	
These payments were approved.
b)	Receipt from CDC of 1st half of precept £3374.50.

c)	Internal audit report on accounts 2025/26 - 
Form 2 - Certificate of Exemption AGAR 2025/26 – The Council wishes to certify itself as exempt from submitting an Annual Governance and Accountability Return to the external auditor because during the financial year 2024/25, the higher of the authority’s gross income for the year and gross annual expenditure for the year did not exceed £25,000.
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d)	Internal audit report on accounts 2025/26– Mr Buckler found everything to be in order, having checked, for example, the minutes for the year: VAT, insurance, bank transactions, fixed assets, receipts, and payments.  
The internal audit has been carried out in accordance with the smaller authority’s needs and planned coverage.
e)	Section 1. - Approval of the Annual Governance Statement for y/e 31 March 2026 -
The Internal Audit has been carried out in accordance with the Council’s needs and planned coverage and has been examined by Mr Richard Buckler the internal auditor.  He has signed the Internal Audit report.  The members acknowledged their responsibility for the accounts and approved the Accounting Statements.  The notice of appointment of date for exercise of elector’s rights will be placed on the notice boards.  The Right to Inspect will commence on Monday 1st June and end on Friday 10th July 2026.
f)	Section 2. – Approval of Accounting Statements 2025/26 – For the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability Return have been prepared on a receipts and payments basis following the guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities – A Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly the financial position of this authority.
g)	The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Annual Accounting Statement, an analysis of variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information exercise of public rights have been completed and a copy of this Certificate will be published on the Council’s website www.bepton.org before 1 July 2026.

h)	Appointment of internal auditor – Mr Richard Buckler was reappointed.

407.	Planning Report – Mr J Beckett

SDNP PLANNING RESPONSE TO APPLICATIONS: -
SDNP/26/00561/HOUS, SDNP/26/00562/LIS
Retrospective application for internal alterations to move kitchen and external alteration of modern extension. Half Timbers Bepton Road Bepton West Sussex GU29 0JB
Approved

OTHER PLANNING MATTERS

SDNP Local Plan Review Progress: The Proposed Submission South Downs Local Plan was considered by Planning Committee on 12 February 2026 and by the Full National Park Authority Meeting on 20 March 2026.  It was approved for publication for public comment for a six‑week period starting in May 2026. Following this, the Authority will submit the Plan to the Planning Inspectorate for independent examination, along with the comments received and any proposed modifications.
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Review Progress:  The Government consultation on the revised NPPF closed in March 2026 and the new NPPF is expected to be published in Summer 2026. It is anticipated that the new NPPF will give greater weight in decision making to national policies where they conflict with local plan policies. 
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408.	Website update – Mr M Salmon
The new .gov parish website is now live www.bepton-pc.gov.uk.  The councillors and clerk now have new .gov.uk email addresses.  The Clerks new email address is clerk@bepton-pc.gov.uk.  Parish ONLINE have been very helpful and supporting the council in setting up this new system.

409.	Notice Board at southern end of the parish – Chichester District Council (CDC) has advised the success of the grant application to help fund this project.  Payment of £1025 will be received shortly.  Work has started on the notice board and on completion photographs will be taken and sent to CDC.

410,	Bepton verge issue – northern end of the parish - Work was undertaken recently with WSCC Highways but it was not in accordance with the original plan.  Meetings have taken place between Mr Beckett, Mrs Hart and Highways to explain what needs to be done.  Mr Dare has agreed to look through the Highways files to try and determine the original plan.  If it can be found there will be a further meeting with the Highways Steward for the area.

411.	Other meetings/information
Midhurst Community Forum meeting, Wednesday 20 May (10.00 to 1.00pm) – RH
CDALC AGM – 19th May – Apologies from Bepton

412.	Date of next Meeting – 16th July at 7pm in the Meeting Room, The Park House Hotel.



Chairman: __________________________ Date: ___________________________
`

These Minutes are unconfirmed until signed by the Chairman.
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Bepton Parish Council Statement of Accounts Apr-May 26Nat West Sort CodeA/c No60-14-22 40286099

Balance brought forward 1.4.26 9278.31

Receipts Precept 1st half 3374.50 3374.50

12652.81

Payments Vou No VAT Net Power

Azets Q.4  2025/26 payroll 102.00 OL548 P 17.00 85.00LGA72

Kerry Type Agendas APA 26 23.24 OL549 P 23.24LGA72

WSALC Subscription 26/27 99.47 OL550 P 99.47LGA72

KerryType Posters ASM/APA 43.20 OL551 O 7.20 36.00LGA72

Azets Q.1 26/27 51.00 OL552 P 8.50 42.50LGA72

L Grocott Sal£174.93 Exp£20.83         P.1 160.96 OL553 P 160.96LGA72

HMRC PAYE 19.5                                P.1 34.80 OL554 P 34.80LGA72

Park House Hotel Hall hire 384.00 OL555 P 64.00 320.00LGA72

R Buckler Internal audit 25/26 130.00 -1028.67OL556 P 130.00LGA72

Est Balance at bank 11624.14 96.70 931.97

Less Ringfenced funds -2174.56

Available funds 9449.58

Ringfences funds

Clerks Gratuity Fund £2174.56         (£2099x0.037%x28years)


