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BEPTON ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY
Chairman:	Mrs Rosalind Hart
Clerk:		Mrs Lorraine Grocott, BEM, BA (Hons) Local Policy
		Website: www.bepton-pc.gov.uk
		Email: clerk-bepton-pc.gov.uk

MINUTES of the ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY of BEPTON PARISH held in
The Park House Hotel, Bepton on Thursday 7th May 2026

Present	Councillors – Mrs R Hart (in the Chair), Mr J Beckett, Mr M Salmon,
Mr P McCulloch, Ms S Port
30 Members of the Public
District Councillor - Cllr Dominic Merritt 
Apologies	Mr B Tyrrell-Evans, Cllr Y Gravely (County Councillor), Tessa Craddock,
 Mr & Mrs John Sadler, Alison Davis, Liz Moore, Lavinia Milner, James Beaumont

WELCOME 	Mrs Hart welcomed all present to the meeting.  The Annual Statutory Meeting of the Parish Council had been held prior to this meeting.  Mrs Rosalind Hart had been elected Chairman for the ensuing year and Mr John Beckett elected Vice Chairman.  Other councillors for the ensuing year are Mr M Salmon, Mr Paul McCulloch, Ms Sarah Port and Mr Ben Tyrrell-Evans.  The Clerk was appointed as the Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) and Mr J Beckett co-ordinator for planning.   Mr Richard Buckler was appointed as the Council’s Internal Auditor.	

1. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 7 May 2025
These had been approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

2. SPEAKER FOR THE EVENING –
Mr Chris Steibelt as a representative of the Network Development Team, Friends of Rother Valley Way gave a presentation on their project which will transform the former railway line between Midhurst and Petersfield into a safe offroad (non-motorised) greenway.  The Friends are volunteers working on behalf of SDNPA and their goal is to establish an accessible, shared-use, traffic-free path, where possible, along the Rother Valley, following the line of the former railway between Midhurst and Petersfield.  Their mission is to plot the optimum route along or close to the original track bed, to promote the benefits of the project, to enable the SDNPA to execute the project. The RVW will help people to be more physically active and provide a safe alternative to busy roads.  It will reduce car use and encourage local economic growth in a sustainable manner.  The project aligns with broader environmental policies of the UK Government, South Downs National Park, West Sussex County Council, Hampshire County Council and Petersfield Town Council.  For anyone interested, there are vacancies for Trustees on the Board 

3. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT – Cllr Dominic Merritt
· He has had over 700 case work issues so far in 2025/26, and these include housing, housing for rough sleepers.  He holds some 20 surgeries per month not including a Pop-up advice surgery at The Grange.
Minutes of the Bepton Annual Parish Assembly 7th May 2026
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· He has been helping Cllr Gravely to resolve the Angel Hotel situation and comes regularly to parish council meetings to provide updates.  He was pleased to advise that things are moving forward.  Cllr Gravely has been gathering the interested parties together i.e. SDNPA, CDC, Historic England and the owners.  If it is decided that saving the façade is not reasonable or viable, then an application for Listed Building Consent to dismantle the wall will be applied for.  Currently, there are no timescales, but progress is being made.
· Cllr Gravely, together with community groups, is driving forward an application for a Town of Culture Award.  If it is short listed, they will get £60k which will be used to employ a lawyer to help with the next level of application.  Success could attract £250K for cultural events.
· He has been campaigning to get Midhurst Police Station reopened for a ‘hot desk’ to be staffed 2-3 days per week.  Following his letter to the Police & Crime Commissioner he has been advised that a full review will be undertaken.
· Cllr Merritt has been championing ‘Warm Coffee’ spaces during November for anyone suffering from the cold during the winter.
· Cllr has been working with Midhurst Green to refresh the signs.
· He has been looking into coach free parking spaces at the North Street carpark.
· He is progressing the repair of the damage to the wall on the Chichester Road.
· He continues to help and support up to 35 community groups working in and around Midhurst including the Food Bank and Madhurst Festivities.

4. Coffee Shop at the Country Inn on Severals Road
Following the recent departure of the lease holder Ben Bilsland will be taking over the coffee shop once the electric power is reconnected. Mr Bilsland has a six-month lease.  Hours of opening will be 8am-4pm.  As there are no toilet facilities, he is considering installing Portable units in the short term.  The Cowdray Estate are supportive of this tenancy.

5.  FINANCE REPORT 2025/26 – Mrs Lorraine Grocott, Responsible Financial Officer
The accounts were prepared using Governance and Accountability for Small Authorities in England for the financial year commencing on or after 1 April 2025. She expressed her thanks to Richard Buckler the Council’s Internal Auditor.  Moore are the External Auditors.  The accountability and audit framework are ‘risk-based’.  The Council has prepared a Risk Management document, which includes physical and financial risks and maintains an Asset Register. These documents are reviewed on an annual basis.  All payments are approved at parish council meetings.  
The precept for 2025/26 was £6787 with a precept per elector of £46.07.  Miscellaneous expenses (rounded) totalled £487 which included £88 for daffodils for Severals Green, £179 for Defibrillator Electrodes and £250 for website development.           
Other administration excluding staff costs £1160 includes: - Internal audit £120; Room hire £292; Payroll £204; Photocopying £26; Remembrance Day wreath £20; Subscriptions £220, new computer costs (half £217), ICO Data Protection Renewal £35; Insurance £241; Newsletter £252. The Council continued to support the community through donations to outside bodies which 
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support and provide services to the parishioners.  Grants and donations to outside organisations amounted to £1775 with the most significant donation of £1025 to Bepton Church towards the maintenance of the churchyard and Rother Valley Together, Citizens Advice, Midhurst Community Bus, Samaritans, Midhurst Area Cycling, 4 Sight, Madhurst Festivities, Air Ambulance, Midhurst Food Bank. The c/a balance brought forward in April 2025 was £8889.87.  The y/e balance is £9278.31.  Ringfenced funds include Clerks Gratuity Fund £2108.26; therefore, available funds at y/e £7170.05. The precept for £2026/27 is £6749 = £45.51 per elector.    The  Statement of Accounts is attached to the Minutes.
6. PLANNING REPORT – Mr John Beckett

Schedule of Planning Applications received and dealt with since last Annual Parish Meeting 

SDNP/26/00561/HOUS, SDNP/26/00562/LIS
Retrospective application for internal alterations to move kitchen and external alteration of modern extension. Half Timbers, Bepton Road, Bepton, West Sussex GU29 0JB
Approved
SDNP/25/04457/SCREEN Request for an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Opinion for the replacement of the water main within the villages of Cocking, Bepton and Didling to reduce bursts in the area. 
Not Required
SDNP/25/03044/FUL Solar panel installation. Woolbeding Cottage, Whites Lane, Bepton West Sussex GU29 0LY
Approved
SDNP/24/03049/FUL Change of use of Garden Cottage (annex) at Pitsham Gate to independent dwellinghouse. Garden Cottage (Annex) Pitsham Lane Cocking West Sussex GU29 9RD
Appeal Refused
SDNP/25/01175/HOUS
Single and two storey extensions and front porch to dwelling, single storey extension to annexe, replacement garage with storage above and alterations to parking area and driveway. Old Rectory, Bell Lane, Bepton, West Sussex GU29 0HX
Approved
SDNP/25/03318/HOUS Installation of single storey boiler room, back-up generator and 3 no. underground LPG tanks with associated landscape and planting works. Old Rectory, Bell Lane, Bepton, West Sussex GU29 0HX
Approved
SDNP/25/03269/FUL Installation of temporary access track and security gate. Old Rectory Bell Lane, Bepton, West Sussex GU29 0HX
Application Withdrawn
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OTHER PLANNING MATTERS
SDNP Local Plan Review Progress:
The South Downs Local Plan is being updated to ensure it addresses important issues such as nature recovery, climate change, affordable housing and helping local communities thrive. 
The proposed South Downs Local Plan was considered by Planning Committee on 12 February 2026 and by the Full National Park Authority Meeting on 20 March 2026. The approved plan will be available for Reg 19 public consultation for a six‑week period starting in May 2026. Following this, the Authority will submit the Plan to the Planning Inspectorate for independent examination, along with the comments received and any proposed modifications because of the consultation.
No new development sites in Bepton have been included in the revised Local Plan although the plan only includes sites which are suitable for 5 or more dwellings. 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Review Progress:
The Government consultation on the revised NPPF closed in March 2026 and the new NPPF is expected to be published in Summer 2026. It is anticipated that the new NPPF will give greater weight in decision making to national policies where they conflict with local plan policies.

7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2025/26 – Mrs Rosalind Hart
Mrs Hart thanked all again for their attendance at the annual meeting.  Matters dealt with since last year include: -
a) At last year’s meeting, questions and concerns were voiced about the speed of the traffic 
travelling along the derestricted part of Bepton Road.  After much consultation with West Sussex County Council (WSCC) Highways, the council was able to build a case with the support of our local County Councillor Yvonne Gravely as well the local MP, South Downs National Park Authority, the Police, The Cowdray Estate, our local Chichester District Councillor Dom Merritt, Park House Hotel, Midhurst Area Cycling and residents.  It was decided that the Council would apply for a Community Traffic Regulation Order (or TRO) along this derestricted part of Bepton Road to reduce the speed limit from 60mph to 40mph.  To date it has passed all the regulatory stages and is now waiting for the statutory legal process, involving a formal public consultation on the proposed scheme.  We hope to have a response shortly.
b) Last year the council were requesting an update from WSCC Highways on the resolution 
of the pedestrian safety issue affecting Bepton Road opposite Rozel.  A request to Highways to reinstate the grass verges removed during footway resurfacing had been refused.  Highways had based this decision on incorrect information.  A formal complaint was made but rejected by highways and our recourse was to refer to the Ombudsman.  Before we had time to decide what to do, at the beginning of April, a contractor started re-tarmacking the pavement along Bepton Road and some of our grass verges disappeared because of somewhat over- enthusiastic tarmacking.  In addition, white lines appeared.  John and I had a meeting with Highway representatives and our County Councillor Yvonne Gravely.  Highways have agreed to research their files on the original layout.
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c) On a more positive note, Mrs Hart reported last year about the Chichester District
Council’s discretionary grants programme for 2025/26.  Your Council applied for what-they-call a Fast-track grant to replace and install a new Notice Board at the southern end of the Village.  This has been successful – thanks to Mike’ s hard work – and they have duly given us half the cost of this notice board.  The work is currently being carried out by Dan Hanrahan is a Bepton resident.
d) The next exciting new item which Mike has again been working hard on, is our new 
website.  This is due to go “live” shortly. He would welcome more photos of area. 
The new website address is www:bepton-pc.gov.uk 
e) To improve email security the Councillors and Clerk are required to use .gov.uk email 
address.  You will see these on the new website and on the newsletter you receive.  
The Clerk’s new address is clerk@bepton-pc.gov.uk.
f) Police – According to the Police, Bepton remains a safe place to live!  Speaking to our 
PCSO Nathan Ford recently, he advised they will be continuing with their fortnightly community Hub meetings located at the Country Inn coffee area once they are made aware of when it will be re-opening.  Mrs Hart will send an update on the Bepton Community WhatsApp.
g) Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) – Following on from last year 
when Mrs Hart reported on proposals for reorganisation, the aim is to eliminate one of the three tiers of local authority – eight the County Council OR the District Council but NOT Parish Councils.  The Secretary of State has decided so far against a unitary county (so WSCC will be scrapped) and is considering two unitary Districts split south and north.  South would be a new Council comprising the coastal district of Arun, Worthing and Adur whilst the new north Council would be Chichester (including Midhurst), Horsham, Mid Sussex, Crawley and Arun.  Further consultations are taking place before a final decision.  We understand, mayoral elections will be held in May 2028.
h) Thanks were expressed to Sarah Port for her hard work during the year as she continues
 to be our coordinator on Rights of Way, especially with all the problems we have been having with the fallen Ash trees on Bepton Down.  Also, she thanked Sarah for all her work on the Bepton newsletter.
i) A final thank you for all attending, to all the Councillors who work hard during the year, to
 Richard Buckler for his diligent work going through our finances and, lastly but by no means least, to Lorraine Grocott our invaluable Clerk.
j) Thanks were expressed to the Chairman for the considerable time she gives to the Parish.

8. Questions from the Audience – Concern was raised about Broadband especially in the 
northern and central parts of Bepton.  Our District Councillor said he would look into the matter with the relevant company.

CONCLUSION 9PM

Chairman: ……………………………………     Date: ………………………………
These Minutes are unconfirmed until signed by the Chairman
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BEPTON PARISH COUNCIL Nat West - A/c 50286099

Receipts and payments from 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026 Sort Code 60-14-22

Balance brought forward 1 April 2025 8889.87

Receipts 1.4.25-31.3.26

Precept 1 3393.50

Precept 2 3393.50

Miscellaneous (computer) 217.50

Vat Reclaim 2-25-26 190.98 7195.48

16085.35

Payments 1.4.25-31.3.26

VAT 270.78

Grants & Donations 1775.00

Subscriptions 220.33

Miscellaneous (Defib/website/daffodils 487.49

Training 0.00

Administration Rmhr/DataPro/Payroll 1160.56

Insurance 241.00

Clerks Salary 1693.90

Clerks Office 282.78

PAYE 423.20

Newsletters 252.00 -6807.04

Balance at Bank 31.3.26 9278.31

Less Ringfenced funds -2108.26

Available funds 7170.05

Lorraine Grocott, RFO, 4 April 2026

Ringfenced funds:

Clerks Gratuity Fund £2108.26 (£2035x0x0.037%x28 years)


