
BEPTON PARISH COUNCIL – COMMENTARY ON ACCOUNTS 2025-26
The accounts are prepared using the Small Authorities Proper Practice Practitioners’ Guide as it applied to the 2025 edition of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for the financial years commencing on or after 1 April 2025.  My thanks to Richard Buckler who is the Council’s internal auditor.  Moore are the external auditors.  The accountability and audit framework are ‘risk-based’ and the Council is required to assess and to set out how it manages its risks.  The Council has prepared a Risk Management document, which includes its physical and financial risks and is reviewed on an annual basis.
The accounts will be available for exercising elector’s rights from Monday 1st June and ending on Friday 10th July 2026.
Receipts = £7195.48 – 
Other receipts included the VAT Reclaim of £190.98 and computer contribution £217.50.
PRECEPT for 2025-26 - £6787. basic tax base 147.3 = £46.07 per elector 

Payments - £6807.04 and these included clerks’ salary and expenses, PAYE, Bepton newsletter, Grants and Donations, general administration, Insurance, defibrillator electrodes, Website development, daffodils for Severals Green, subscriptions, VAT, Data Protection.

Administration includes: -
Internal audit £120; Room hire £292, Azets payroll £204; Photocopying £26.40; Remembrance Wreath £20; Reimbursement to L Grocott for Microsoft 365 £84.99; Reimbursement to S Port for bulbs £95.99; ICO Data Protection Renewal £47; Subscriptions £220.33; Insurance £241; Newsletter £252; new computer £217/50 (half); 
Balance b/f £9407.09 – Receipts £7195.48 – Payments £6807.04 – Year End balance £9278.31,
Overview of the year –The defibrillator has not been used but it needs to be maintained, and new Electrodes have been purchased. The Newsletter continues to provide information to local people.  The government has advised that we need to move away from @gmail.com for security reasons so we are in the process of working with Parish ONLINE to create a new secure website and email addresses.  More information will soon be available through the Newsletter.  In the new near future there will be a new notice board at the northern end of the parish.  A wreath was laid on Remembrance Day by the Chairman.  More daffodils have been planted on the Severals Green which are providing a welcome Spring display.
Donations: The Council continues to support community organisation with donations to enable mutual local benefit.  The most significant donation of £1025 was to St Mary’s Bepton for the management of the churchyard.  Other donations were made to Rother Valley Together, Citizens Advice Bureau, Midhurst Community Bus, Samaritans, Midhurst Area Cycling, 4 Sight, Madhurst Festivities, Air Ambulance, Midhurst Food Bank.
PRECEPT for 2026-27 = £6749 – basic tax base 151.0 = £44.69 per elector 
Lorraine Grocott, Clerk to the Council, RFO, April 2026
